












Working for Quality and Diversity in Broadcasting

VLV’s visit to the BBC 
Research Department 
at Kingswood Warren 

Matthew Postgate, Director of Research, 
and Judy Parnall, Head of Knowledge 
Management & Development, welcomed 
15 VLV members to a fascinating visit to 
Kingswood Warren, Surrey last autumn.  
Matthew outlined the past, present and 
future of engineering research at the BBC.  
Kingswood Warren was closing in 2010, its 
staff being split between Shepherds Bush 
and Salford Quays.  It emerged that with 
the demise of TV’s research facilities, the 
BBC was the only organisation undertaking 
broadcast research for UK plc. The need for 
open technical standards was stressed by 
VLV members, to provide genuine choice 
for consumers and free access. 
	 In the laboratories, Andrew 
Parland explained work to enhance 
Audience Experience and how the 
Internet could be used to carry additional 
programme information to the viewer, 
including simultaneous subtitles in foreign 
languages. New techniques will instruct 

EUROPEAN MEDIA IN  

THE DIGITAL AGE 

by Richard Rooke 

London Pearson Longman £24.99

At first this may seem like a student text-
book. It is well worth a purchase by both 
Bulletin readers or your local library, if the 
latter still has funds to buy books!
	 Richard makes accessible some 
of the daunting issues and processes in-
volved in EU politics in the context of regu-
lation and media legislation.
	 It quickly becomes apparent that 
the tensions between those who view the 
media as a business and profit market ori-
ented approaches are privileged, as op-
posed to the arguments advanced in favour 
of public service values and funding mod-
els, which see the media as being about 
culture, quality, range and diversity. 
	 The EU structures seem to reflect  
UK ones, with their culture media and sport 
department being mirrored in one directo-
rate general and the business department   
being reflected in another.
	 Curiously it is the EU and its con-
cern for national and regional identities 
which may — in the end — be a useful way 
of helping to ensure the survival of the Brit-
ish broadcasting industry and preventing 
it going the way of the British film industry 
— but we will see.  So readable and useful. 
What more can you ask of a book?
Robert Beveridge

mobile phones how to select the most 
important part of the picture for their small 
screens.  Graham Thomas demonstrated 
Production Magic and how moving images 
can be inserted into television scenes, for 
example in weather forecasts.  The BBC 
is now able to use pictures and graphics 
to analyse live sport video such as football 
action, and move back to the live match 
without the viewer noticing. This will be 
used extensively at the Olympics to cover 
athletics. New techniques also enable 3D 
pictures to be generated from 2D images.
 	 Chris Noakes and Phil Layton 
explained problems of maintaining picture 
quality in Freeview HDTV transmissions. 
The BBC and other PSBs might not be able 
to transmit high specification HDTV signals 
due to lack of Freeview bandwidth.The 
problem could be solved apparently if they 
were allowed to use one of 14 RF channels  
released when Digital Switch Over is 
complete. The intention is for all 14 to be 
auctioned by Ofcom, so UK HDTV could be 
of a lower quality than that transmitted in 
the rest of the world.
Norman Green

A highlight for VLV members who visited the 
BBC Natural History Unit in Bristol in 
October was the chance to see the studio 
where Kate Humble and Chris Pack-
ham present Autumn Watch (see photo),  
and meet production staff. 
	 Tim Martin, Executive Pro-
ducer, explained how the NHU worked and 
that sometimes up to four years research 
and pllanning went into making blockbuster 
series.  Andrew Jackson, new Head of 
the Unit, anticipated an even more exciting 
future with HD, time lapse photography and 
constantly new techniques.
	 Members learnt about the philoso-
phies and ambitions behind programmes.  
Michael Gunton, Executive Producer of 

the  Life series narrated by David Atten-
borough explained the enormous care, 
research and sometimes danger that went 
into making these big-budget international 
productions.   Tim Schoons, on the oth-
er hand, explained that Spring Watch and 
Autumn Watch were designed to be acces-
sible and to involve audiences, especially 
children.  
	 Their websites are enormously 
popular and an esssential extension to the 
programmes.  Their use has led to an explo-
sion of interest in conservation and wildlife, 
with all sorts of valuable spin-offs involving 
young people and old.One of the most suc-
cessful and enthralling  VLV  visits ever. 
Jocelyn Hay

A fascinating visit to the BBC’s Natural History Unit
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Letter to the Editor

Letters do not necessarily represent 
the views of VLV and may be short-

ened for publication.
Deadline for next issue: 

12 March 2010
Write, fax or e-mail your letters to 

the Editor at: info@vlv.org.uk

DAB Radio
In the Autumn Bulletin, Robert Clark 
expresses some reservations about the 
proposed switch from FM to DAB radio.  
Here is another one: 
	 I understand that a digital radio 
uses significantly more power than an 
analogue one.  Now that we are becoming 
aware that we all need to reduce our energy 
consumption as much as possible, this is 
surely a step in the wrong direction — quite 
apart from the energy used in manufacturing 
all the new sets (and the environmental 
impact of dumping all the old ones).
Fiona Vincent
St. Andrews, Fife

Book Review



Diary Dates

VLV GIFT MEMBERSHIP
Give a VLV membership as a gift to a friend 

or relative.  We will add an appropriate greet-
ings card and a FREE copy of the Radio or TV 
User’s Guide. Fill out the subscription form be-
low and state which publication and card type 

you would prefer.

Audio books help while 
away long journeys…or 
make welcome presents 
for friends and family.  
Crimson Cats offers a 
range of interesting and 
unusual audio books on 
CD for £9.99 plus p&p.  
The juvenalia of Jane 
Austen, the death of 
Lord Nelson, the spying 
adventures of Robert 
Baden Powell and many 
more…
For a full list of titles visit 
www.crimsoncats.
co.uk or ring 01379 
854888 for a brochure.

Please refer to VLV when responding to advertisements.  VLV Ltd cannot accept any li-
ability or complaint in regard to the following offers.  The charge for classified ads is 30p 
per word, 20p for members.  Please send typed copy with a cheque payable to VLV Ltd.  
For display space please contact Linda Forbes on 01474 352835.

THE RADIO LISTENER’s GUIDE 
2009 & THE TELEVISION VIEW-
ER’s GUIDE 2009

ORDERING DETAILS
The guides cost £5.95 each (inc. p&p).  
Please make your cheque payable to 
Radio Listener’s Guide and send it to

Radio Listener’s Guide.
PO Box 888,
Plymouth, PL8 1YJ

Advertisements

WINTER  COMPETITION

WIN A COPY OF KEVIN McLOUD’S 
GRAND TOUR OF EUROPE
Published by Weidenfeld & Nicolson for Channel 4, price £25.00

Following the TV presenter in the imaginary footsteps of Inigo Jones, 
Christopher Wren, Robert Adam and the origins of the Classical Revival.

Q:  Did Andrea Palladio come from Venice, Florence, Padua 
Vicenza or Piacenza?

Replies on a postcard to WINTER Competition , VLV, PO Box 401, 
Gravesend DA12 9FY or by e-mail to info@vlv.org.uk by 15 March. 
The winner of the Autumn Competition for BREAD was 
Mrs E. Thornton of Bury St. Edmunds, 

Wednesday, 28 April
S t r i c t l y  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e 
Broadcasting — Creative 
Freedom and Ambition?
The VLV Spring Conference 
will be held at the Geological 
Society, Burlington House, 
Piccadilly, London W1 
(opposite For tnum’s) . 
10.30-5pm (registration and 
coffee 10am).    Keynote 
speakers Alan Yentob, BBC 
Creative Director, and Lord 
Melvyn Bragg.  
For tickets and enquiries please 
contact:  Linda Forbes 
tel: 01474 352835 email: linda.
forbes@vlv.org.uk or visit www.
vlv.org.uk

Visits to Broadcasting 
Centres
VLV organized four visits for 
members and guests round the 
UK in the last quarter of 2009.  
We shall again be arranging a  
programme;  meantime we would 
be glad to hear from members 
with suggestions as to venues 
they might like to visit, especially 
outside London.  Please write to 
Sue Washbrook at VLV PO Box 
401, Gravesend, DA12 8FY or e-
mail Sue.Washbrook@vlv.org. 

RARE BBC 
HANDBOOKS 

FOR SALE 
BBC Handbooks—1928 
to 1988— complete 
collection for sale. best 
offer over £500 sent by 
end of February 2010  to 
thkendal l@phonecoop.
coop or telephone 0207 
485 4870.  Purchaser must 
collect from London or pay 
for delivery.


