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BROADCASTING FOR CITIZENS AND CONSUMERS IN EUROPE 

REVISIONS TO THE TELEVISION WITHOUT FRONTIERS DIRECTIVE TO BE CONSIDERED AT THE UK PRESIDENCY/EU COMMISSION AUDIOVISUAL CONFERENCE

 ‘BETWEEN CULTURE AND COMMERCE’, LIVERPOOL, 20 – 22 SEPTEMBER 2005. 

Voice of the Listener & Viewer recommends:

1. A joint Council of Europe/European Union approach to the revision of the Television Without Frontiers Directive, in which the centrality of an informed citizenship is articulated and valued alongside the open market.

2. Recognition of the central and essential importance of public service broadcasting in providing the citizens of Europe with access to information and ideas.

3. A European standard for the identification of television channels, and for all commercial communications, which is a generic term that includes all spot advertising, commercial sponsorship and product placement.

4. A fit-for-purpose mix of European Union and national regulation designed to ensure the protection of standards in key areas such as hate speech, access to public events, the identification of commercial content, and the protection of children. 

5. Co-regulation at European level for the content of commercial communications by a body which represents the interests of both commercial communicators and civil society.

6. A set of minimum European standards for the exercise by viewers of a trans-frontier right of reply. 

Voice of the Listener & Viewer (VLV) is an independent, non-profit-making association which represents the citizen and consumer interests in broadcasting. VLV is free from political, commercial and sectarian affiliations. VLV is concerned with the issues, regulation, structures, funding and institutions that underpin the British broadcasting system and to maintain the principles of public service broadcasting. VLV is funded by its members and does not handle complaints. VLV is a founder member of The European Alliance of Listeners’ & Viewers’ Associations (EURALVA), which has member organisations in Denmark, Finland, Germany, Norway, Portugal and the UK. Jocelyn Hay, Chair of VLV is also President of EURALVA.                         
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