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Alex Thompson, Chief Correspondent, 
Channel 4 

The campaigning voices of younger listeners and viewers were celebrated today when four 
student writers received awards for their incisive and considered thoughts on the future of Public 
Service Broadcasting.  The debate remains centre stage in a turbulent year on the media front.  
As prizewinners in the Voice of the Listener & Viewer (VLV) Student Essay Competition, the four 
contributors were congratulated for progressing the debate in their work. 
 

It’s a pleasure to present the awards for this, the fourth, 
Student Essay Competition organised by the Voice of the 
Listener and Viewer with support from The Voice of the 
Listener Trust and for which Channel Four has provided the 2 
top cash prizes.   
It’s been another year when it was quite a struggle to agree 
the shortlist in both the Undergraduate and Postgraduate 
level categories.  The four young people who join us today 
have done exceptionally well to be here. 
 
The question they were asked to address was: What is 
important about public service broadcasting and how should it 
be funded in the 21st Century?  
 
This is the debate that is at the heart of the VLV’s concerns 
and this has been another twelve month period in which the 
arguments have been deconstructed across media and party 
lines with, each time, the threat to the BBC’s licence fee and 
rumblings about top-slicing providing a cliffhanger ending.  

It’s a lot for young people to think about, but it’s vital that they do if the principles are to be 
understood and upheld.  The essays submitted suggest that we don’t have too much to worry 
about!    
 
For this year’s VLV Student Essay Competition, Channel Four is providing two cash prizes of £250 
for the outright winners.  Both the winners and the two runners up will be offered work experience 
with leading independent production companies and we have already had generous offers of 
placements from Tiger Aspect, Roger Graef’s Films of Record, Scottish TV and Ragdoll. 
 
So without further ado, let’s find out who we are celebrating this afternoon. 
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In  the  Undergraduate Category  the  runner -up  is  
Leanne Rinne  who is in the second year of a 
journalism degree at Sheffield University and 
regularly flexes journalistic muscle as News Editor of 
the student newspaper, Forge Press.  Her big love 
sports journalism, for which her appetite was further 
whetted when she won a competition for a place on 
the media team covering the British University and 
Colleges Sports Championships.  She will take up 
her placement with Ragdoll Productions in the 
summer of 2010.    
 

And the winner  in the Undergraduate Category  is 
Priya Kharbanda  who sent in her entry shortly before 
graduating with a first class MA in Business and 
Management and Politics from the University of 
Glasgow.   She has now relocated to London where, 
aged 21, she has begun a law conversion degree.   
Priya has three loves – performing, the law and writing 
about political and social issues.   
She received a cheque for £250 from Channel 4 and 
she will spend two weeks with Scottish Television in 
Glasgow in the summer of 2010.  
 

The runner up  in this section is Jonathan Crane , 
who graduated from Nottingham in 2005 with a 2:1 in 
French and German.  He too worked for URN 1350 
where he presented the news and sports show, 
which was nominated for a BBC Student Radio 
Award.  Jonathan has tried life in the real world, 
spending a year working for Proctor & Gamble 
before returning to journalism via LCC.  He is 
currently a freelance broadcaster. .  He will spend 
two weeks with Roger Graef’s Films of Record in the 
spring of 2010.  

Our outright winner  is Jean Mackenzie  who 
graduated with a first in history from the University of 
Nottingham in 2007.  While an undergraduate she 
helped run the university’s radio station, URN, and 
then spent a year working for various commercial 
radio stations in London.  Since consolidating her 
skills with a diploma from LCC, Jean has secured 
freelance reporting work in a number of radio 
newsrooms.  She hopes to specialize in politics. 
  She is currently working as a freelance journalist and 
received a cheque for £250.  She will spend two 
weeks on a work placement with Tiger Aspect in 
London.  
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Left to right: Leanne Rinne, Jean Mackenzie, Alex 
Thomson, Priya Kharbanda and Jonathan Crane 


