RESOLUTION

The Ninth International Conference of Voice of the Listener and Viewer

(1) Affirms its commitment to the importance of the contribution that public service broadcasting makes to the cultural, social and economic development of society and to the enrichment of the lives of individual citizens and consumers;

(2) Calls on international organisations, governments and regulatory authorities to ensure that public service broadcasting is provided with the financial resources, freedom of initiative and appropriate legal framework to enable it to play a major role in the development of new electronic media services as well as in the continuing provision of mainstream broadcasting services;

(3) Appeals to international organisations and governments to recognise that cultural goods and services should not be treated as ordinary commodities and that trade agreements should not restrict the ability of governments to promote and protect cultural and linguistic diversity;

(4) Encourages public service broadcasters to respond to the challenges of the digital age by the imaginative use of new media services for impartial information, for informing democracy, for education and life-long learning and for the promotion of cultural and linguistic diversity;

(5) Urges public service broadcasters to ensure that, in consultation with appropriate civil society organisations, they draw up and implement codes of practice which embody the highest professional standards and which help to ensure editorial responsibility and independence;

(6) Stresses the importance of the contribution that civil society organisations can make in developing the potentialities of public service broadcasting and in helping to safeguard its critically important role in contributing to mutual understanding between peoples.
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